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Background and purpose of the research.

One of the most important changes affecting urban mortality in Spain and in most European Countries occurred during the 1920s, when the level of infant mortality of urban areas first fell below the level of the infant mortality rate in rural areas. This crucial period on European urban history has received little attention and it has being neglected the analysis of the causes driving to that radical change. It is well-known that urban mortality was higher than rural mortality until well into the twentieth century. The terrible image of the cities was nourished, to a large extent, by two of their principal features: acting as a pole of attraction for the working age population and their role as administrative centres. The first occasioned a continuous inflow of the rural population fleeing from the country, where the same employment opportunities did not exist as were to be found in the cities. As administrative centres, the cities had to sustain, aside from other institutions, hospitals, prisons, retirement homes and foundling hospitals, with their pernicious effects on mortality. The impact on urban mortality was accentuated because sections of the institutional population were not usually resident in the cities but in the contiguous rural areas. 

Data and methods which were used.

The use of a database derived from the Vital Statistics of Spain from 1904 to 1933 that combines information on mortality by age, sex and cause of death at provincial and provincial capitals levels could enable to construct life tables for different years during the first quarter of the twentieth century. Interpretation of the results is assisted by the fact that between 1910 and 1930 there was no change in Spain in the way diseases were classified by cause of death because Spain chose not to implement the 1920 revision of the International Classification of Diseases. Complementary data will be used for that period of years.  

Main results

This study shows how the change of mortality by age and causes of death took place in Spain considering urban and rural areas according to size of population. At the same time examines the effect of migration and mortality in institutions on urban mortality, how the heath facilities in the cities influenced urban mortality and the possible effect of an administrative defect where deaths were recorded in the place of occurrence and not in the place of origin of the person. 

Conclusions

The preliminary results show that mortality, especially childhood mortality, declined faster in urban areas, especially in the larger ones. Also it is shown that the migration of a very small proportion of population from the countryside to the city, some to live and work, others just to use their health facilities, and the unfortunate among them to die inside them could have had major impact on urban mortality. The main preliminary conclusion is that cities probably grew because of migration even though this migration increased levels of urban mortality. 

