La nuptialite en Russie avant la reforme de 1861�(une etude sur 3 villages de la region de Moscou)





Alexandre Avdeev1, Alain Blum2 et Irina Troitskaia3





Abstract


Marriage was a very important part of community life of serf population in Russia in the first half of the XIXth century. Under owner’s strict control of all geographic displacements and of all changes in family structures, marriage was the strongest factor of spatial mobility of serf population; creating new social ties in rural community, marriage allowed to level social and economic positions of community members; marriage influenced on community economics, because a birth of a new family leads to tax and land re-distribution. Thus, we consider a marriage in serf population as a place of convergence of three power levels: owner’s power, community power and  household head’s one. Interaction between these three powers caused quite specific forms of marriage in rural Russia.. 


We suppose to analyse socio-demographic characteristics of marriage for population of 3 villages in Moscow region in the first half of XIXth century. We base our study on the official nominative sources of this period, on parish registers and on tax registers (so-called revisions). We try also to understand better the models of J.Hajnal and P.Laslett, who considered Russian marriage as an exemplary case for Eastern Europe , and the nature of socio-economic factors generated marriage forms in Russia. 


This paper presents 1) demographic characteristics of marriage in observed population; 2) marital migration and some aspects of the functioning of marriage market; and 3) social networks created through marriage in rural community. 
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