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There is a great paucity of historical statistical and demographic information for developing countries. The results of the construction of demographic series for Suriname for 1849 to 1873 based on annual reports prepared by the Colonial Administration are reported. This period coincides with the last years of slavery, abolished in 1863, and the ten years of State Supervision for the freed slaves.


Since the early 19-th century the Administration had taken measures to ensure the complete registration of all inhabitants under its control. In 1828 it established a Civil Registration System for births, deaths and marriages for the free population, and an annual population registration system for the capital, enumerating  only the free population, and including the slaves from 1838 onwards. In 1823 a new system of slave registration was established. Slave owners had to report, annually and in writing, the number of slaves in their possession, and any mutations in the slave stock (birth, death, sale, etc.). Non- compliance with the provisions of the population registers was subject to fines.


In the Colonial Reports two different figures are given for the total population, using slightly different definitions. One set was derived from the reports of the ward supervisors, the plantation administrators and the District Commissioners. The Administration considered this information as inaccurate, and from 1855 onwards it provided independent data on the population based on the registers it kept.


 	It was decided to construct a consolidated population of Surinam, which would include all persons under the control of the Government, and would reflect the relevant social categories of the population: Free, not free persons (slaves, persons under State Supervisions) and migrants. On the basis of a preliminary analysis of the data sets, a consolidated population was constructed based on the registers, the best available estimates for the social categories and by imputing missing information. 


Sex ratios for the births and deaths reveal that there is probably some underreporting and mis-registration. The comparison of the crude birth and death rates with those of the Netherlands, France and England and Wales shows that the CBR of Surinam is lower than that of England and Wales and the Netherlands, but higher than that of France.  The CDR is higher than those for the European countries. 


A comparison is made with groups of residents of European extraction which have retained their ethnic character, two Jewish communities. They show a much lower CBR than the other Surinamese groups and the European countries. Their CDR is considerably lower than that of the other Surinamese groups, and close, if not equal, to those of the European countries. In spite of these difference betweeen these two Jewish communities and the other Surinamese groups, they all show a natural decrease of their population, while the European countries all show a natural increase!


The results of the use of the Colonial Reports to construct reliable statistical series are promising. Further research and fine tuning of the data is still needed. There are some basic problems, selective reporting, lack of consistency in the use of concepts, noncompliance with establsihed conventions, lack of individual data or data from alternative sources to assess their validity and reliability. However, they provide data on hitherto neglected aspects of the social life of the country, such as the incidence and treatment of orphans. Hence, they will enrich and enhance population studies in Surinam and Caribbean.


The period under consideration has been one of profound  economic, political  and social change. The data obtained could contribute to the development of a more comprehensive theory of the impact of crises on demographic behaviour.

















