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The first official German population forecasts – some critical reflections











In this paper, I discuss certain aspects of demographic thinking in Germany a few years before the advent of the National-Socialist dictatorship. I base my reflections on the first two official German population forecasts, which date from the 1920s. The guiding question behind the first of these forecasts was the so-called “reproductive strength of the German people”. Will the German “Volk” be able to reproduce itself under its own power? This question was motivated predominantly by the substantial losses Germany suffered during the First World War. The millions of people killed during the war, the lack of marriages and births, as well as the severe economic and territorial losses during and after the war, provoked a broad public discussion. Germany’s intellectual and political elite actively took part in this discussion. Politicians and scientists feared a long-term decline in population if the intensity of decline in the birthrate were to continue. In this general atmosphere, the various speculative discourses on the assumed population decline were empirically confirmed in the forecasts. On the basis of the methods of calculation, the hypotheses and the results of these forecasts I analyze to what extent the forecasts were determined by the contemporary demographic discourse. 





