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In France as elsewhere, the 1970`s were years of animated discussions confronting family historians and demographers, in whose light were evidenced 

1) the weight of the demographic parameters as factors shaping the household forms, 

2) the specificities of urban families,

3) the need to consider intergenerational cycles on the long term. 

Later on, acknowledging the contribution of historical anthropology, the research focused on households was very often transferred to the “house” itself, with a strong comparative linkage to non-European societies, emphasizing the transmission processes of assets and power on the household as economic and social unit, or analysing the specific roles of children according to birth order, sex and skills. Detailed analysis of replacement strategies, such as adoption, gives a good perspective on the expectations of families concerning children and the future of the next generation.

With the 1990`s, we notice a renewed interest for micro-history of individuals and families, with a specific care to develop geographical and social mobility patterns, especially in urban surroundings. Owing to the considerable investigating capacity of new statistical methods for analysing longitudinal data, we may now stand on a much fester statistical ground than years ago. New approaches are open to historians of migrations who now consider exploring networks between individuals and between households, thus bringing up new concepts to light. 

At present, in France, we are paving the way for an emerging new quantitative history, with demography and family history at its core – an approach as useful to understand urbanization processes or sociocultural integration patterns as demographic or epidemiological and sanitary transitions. 

